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NEWS 2020

Author/Illustrator Don Tate dedicated a book he illustrated, 
Carter Reads the Newspaper, to Books 4 Buddies. 
When asked by B4B cofounder Laneta Goings why he so 
generously did so, he replied with the following: 

“Honestly, the thing that most impressed me about our 
meeting that day was 1) You. Your love for those boys 
really impressed upon me. Your giving back to your 
community by uplifting young men, who then uplift younger 
men – through the gift of reading. What a treasure you are. 

2) I was impressed with the young men. So often, I meet 
our young black men and they have no confidence. They 
lower their heads and do not look me in the eye when 
speaking. Oftentimes, they can be a bit aloof even, which 
may be more worrying about what others around them 
will think. But the young men at Books4Buddies were 
enthusiastic when greeting me that morning. I didn’t feel 
like they were forced to be there, they were genuine. They 
smiled when they met me, shook my hand confidently. 
Then each shared with me some of their goals and their 
artwork. Obvious readers themselves, they were articulate 
in the way they expressed themselves. They are our future 
leaders, and I was proud of them – and you. And I hoped 
my little dedication would show my gratitude.” 

Carter Reads the Newspaper is a biography of Carter G. 
Woodson, historian, author, journalist, Howard University 
Dean and “the father of Black History,” who was born in 
1875 to two 
formerly enslaved 
parents. He read 
to his illiterate 
parents and 
coworkers as a 
young man, and 
dedicated his life 
to the importance 
of black history 
and education.

Breaking News!

Books4Buddies Ambassadors 
reading “Carter Reads the 
Newspaper” at Sickle Cell event 
Ottawa Park, 2019. Ambassadors 
left to right: Jaden Jefferson (w/
camera); Jalen Jefferson (back 
turned); Ian English; Jonathan 
Dolsey and Jason Dolsey (reading)
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University of Michigan Stephen Ross Business School
Community Consulting Club Works with Books4Buddies

Reprinted from The Sojourner’s Truth

The University of Michigan Community Consulting Club 
(CCC) was established in 1999. It is designed to work with 
small nonprofits and the students focus on core programs 
(impact and outcomes).

The CCC students, who hail from a variety of local 
communities, as well as from far away as New York and 
Beijing, traveled from Ann Arbor to meet the Books4Buddies 
board, including cofounder Laneta Goings; Library officials; 
a Lucas County Sheriff’s representative and an American 
Cultural Exchange Services (ACES) administrator to discuss 
the global literacy program.

The UM/CCC, Stephen Ross Business School and 
Books4Buddies collaborated on a 10-week program 
designed to develop strategic planning tools, said Marites 
Seitz, CCC team leader.

“Over the course, we have had the privilege of spending 
time with some key stakeholders in Books4buddies, 
including Laneta and see the passion and focus in which 
B4B operates. The organization is extremely mission driven 
and they know it does have an impact 
in the Toledo and global community 
and want to measure and deepen that 
impact. Everyone we’ve spoken with is 
very knowledgeable of the needs of the 
greater community, which is inspiring to 
see,” said Seitz. 

The CCC students presented its strategic 
recommendations at the end of January 
2020. They advised B4B on strategy and, 
just as importantly, helped “in measuring 
their impact, both 
internally and 
externally, so that 
they can leverage 
information to 
achieve their goals 
of growth and 
deepening the B4B 
community ties,” 
said Seitz.
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What is caddy life like on tour? 
Life on tour is pretty hectic especially during these times but 
also a lot of fun. The travel takes some time getting used to 
but I’m slowly getting used to it. 

What is it like to be a caddy?
I have been caddying since I was 13 years old so caddying is 
almost like second nature to me at this point. But, caddying 
on tour has added a little more focus and concentration in my 
preparation which has been really 
fun.

How were you chosen?
I was helping out at Stone Oak 
Country Club and I ran into Bianca 
Pagdanganan on the golf course. 
We ended up talking about the 
Inverness Club tournament that 
was coming up and one thing lead 
to another. It was truly a blessing 
how it happened.

How long can/will you be 
caddying and can you turn 
professional?
There really isn’t a set time it just 
depends on results and how our 
relationship grows over time.
I am technically considered a professional caddy now.

How many African American male/females are on 
the tour?
Mariah Stackhouse is the only fully exempt African American 
female on tour and there are about 10-15 African American 
caddies.

Can you tell us a bit about Bianca Pagdanganan, the 
golfer you caddy for? 
Bianca Pagdanganan is 23 years old and is from the 
Philippines. Bianca played golf at Gonzaga University for two  
years and then transferred to Arizona University for her last 
two years. This is her first year on tour and she has currently 
played in seven professional events. As far as caddying for 
just her, it all depends on how the relationship goes and the 
results we produce. 
 There are a lot of cases where caddies move around to 
different people because the results aren’t what the team is 
looking for. But, as far as my situation goes, I am locked in 
with Bianca until she tells me otherwise.     
 I am happy with the little time that we have spent together 
and the relationship that we have started to build. Hopefully 
we can continue to build off the good vibes and continue to get 
better each and every event.

What have you learned? What didn’t you realize before 
about caddying?
I studied Professional Golf Management at Ohio State 
University. I have learned a lot in the first few weeks on tour 
but the most important thing that I have learned is just how 
important it is to stay calm no matter the circumstance. The 
more I can keep my composure, the more confidence that I 
can give to Bianca. What I didn’t know was just how much 

preparation it takes to fully prepare 
for a tournament. I have so much 
appreciation for my fellow caddies 
that have been on tour for a while.

Tell us about your experience as 
a Books4Buddies Ambassador.
I was a Books4Buddies 
Ambassador for two years (2012-
14). During that time, it taught 
me how to make a difference; 
I learned just how important it 
means to give back to others and 
how impactful I could be in others’ 
lives. Being able to give to those 
less fortunate a gift is incredible, 
but to give them a gift such as a 
book will impact their lives forever. 
Books4Buddies reiterated to me 

just how blessed I am and how I can be a blessing to others. 

What is your long 
range goal?
Eventually I hope to 
pursue my dream 
of getting into sales 
in the golf business 
but for the moment 
I am enjoying the 
opportunity on tour 
and hope that we 
can continue to have 
success in the future.

We are proud of 
Brandon, one of 
our Books4Buddies 
founding members, 
and wish him 
much happiness 
and success in his 
career!

SPOTLIGHT on Global Ambassador Brandon Jackson 
Books4Buddies ambassador Brandon Jackson (a B4B founding member), a Rogers High School and The Ohio State University 
grad, and Evan’s scholarship recipient, is now a professional caddy and a global B4B ambassador. We asked him to tell us 
about his experience as a professional caddy.
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B4B Ambassadors Send Importance of Reading Messages 
during Pandemic Quarantine 2020 from Near and Afar

4

Books4Buddies Ambassadors 
partnered with BGSU’s Distance 
Learning, FlipGrid on the 
importance of Reading during 
Pandemic Quarantine from Near 
and Far.  Visit our website at 
Books4Buddies.com/News to see 
videos of our ambassadors reading 
books aloud and giving book 
recommendations locally and as far 
away as Africa, Asia and Europe.

Jaden Jefferson
Maumee Valley Country Day School

Dorian Myers
Clay High School

    Jason and Jonathan Dolsey
Ottawa Hills High School

Kaden Robertson
St. John’s Jesuit High School

Justin Teamer
St. John’s Jesuit High School

    Ivan Dye, Jr.
Miami University, Ohio

Books4Buddies Sponsors include: The Blade, Buckeye CableSystem, Toledo Lucas County Public Library, 
Franklin Park Mall, Hart Associates, LMHA, Lucas County Sheriff John Tharp and Toledo Public Schools



My name is Mohamed Abulallah and I am 17 years old, from Egypt. I was hosted in Toledo, Ohio my senior year 
at Sylvania Southview High School (2018-2019). I am a student in Heluran University majoring in business and 
administration.

One of my favorite books is written by Tupac Shakur, The Rose that Grew from Concrete. 
It’s a collection of poems he had written. Fun fact: Some of those poems were used in his 
songs. My favorite one is called Untitled. 

People ask why reading is so important. When thinking generally about such a question one 
tends to feel like reading is not that appreciated. But back to the question: 
Reading is not just important; it is essential as it is the best teacher one can have. It teaches 
about feeling and being a kid, a young man, an adult and older, wiser person at the same 
time. From the ABCs down to Cindteh’s general relativity theorem and down to romantic 
novels or horror novels, reading is like a gate that opens the door to the ocean of life that 
never dries out, branching to science, emotion and ways of thinking. 
It teaches us how to love, how to respect, be appreciative, how to study, how to think, how to 
act, generally, how to live.  So I think the real question is, “Why isn’t it important?”

I encourage everyone from 3-year-old kids to 80-year-old men and women to read as 
reading is the best mental nutrition element. I also urge everyone to keep supporting Books4Buddies for the amazing 
work, not to mention expanding over the years, while dedicated to helping people everywhere on the globe.

WHERE BOOKS4BUDDIES GLOBAL AMBASSADORS LIVE

TM

Accra, Ghana

Dakar, 
Senegal

Paris, France

Maputo, 
Mozambique

Cairo, Egypt

Zanzibar, 
Tanzania

Karachi, 
Pakistan

Bunar, 
Pakistan

Dhaka, 
Bangladesh

Ohio

books4buddies.com
866-944-1119 2020

California

Tunisia

Turkey

Mombasa,
Kenya

Mohamed Abulallah
from Egypt

We Salute Our Books4Buddies Global Ambassadors

5

   Birama Ndyiae, Senegal
(Scott High School 2016-17)

  Ahmed Saidi, Tunisia
(Scott High School 

2019-20)

Mamadou Sy, Senegal
(Ottawa Hills High School

2019-20)

Gil Kuzo Rutazihana,
Mozambique

(Start High School 
2017-18)

PrinceAsh Saeed, 
Tanzania (Scott High 

School 2018-19)



Congratulations to our Ambassador
June, 2020 Graduates! 

We are so proud of you!

Donovan Bridges from Ottawa Hills High School, Ottawa Hills, OH
John Hopkins University Bound

Jalen Jefferson from Maumee Country Day School, Toledo, OH
University of Toledo Bound

Dorian Myers from Clay High School, Oregon, OH
Owens Community College Bound

Tyson Robinson from Toledo Technology Academy, Toledo, OH
University of Toledo Bound 

Nathaniel M. Stroman, Jr. from Bishop Alemany High School, CA
Grand Canyon University, Phoenix, AZ Bound

In Memory of Clyde Scoles
We fondly remember and truly miss  the late Clyde Scoles who was an integral part of the 

formation and success of Books 4 Buddies. 

Left to right: Ben Cathey, former 
Toledo now Knoxville, Tennessee 
meteorologist; Jordan Topoleski, B4B 
Global Ambassador and Harvard 
Student; the late Clyde Scoles former 
Toledo Lucas County Public Library 
Director and Fiscal Officer; and 
Christopher Smith, Lead B4B MENtor
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We are a strictly volunteer-based 501c3 organization. Your financial support is needed 
to create innovative programs for Books4Buddies.  Donations can be made via website: 

books4buddies.com, Facebook or mailed to Post Office Box 268, Holland, OH  43528



SaturdaySLAM
A Fun Creative Writing Workshop

‘HOOK IT UP’

ORIGIN - to create better writing skills, better speaking/reasoning 
and self-confidence and esteem

SaturdaySLAM
‘HOOK IT UP’

FUTURE:  To create a model for residents of America’s Public Housing 
Youth and Beyond!  “SLAM!  HOOK IT UP!”

Dr. John S. Scott, playwright, poet, 
fiction writer and director teaches 
creative writing, theatre and ethnic 
studies. He received a B.A. from South 
Carolina State College and an M.A. 
and Ph.D., from Bowling Green State 
University. His plays and other works 
have been produced in universities, 
regional theaters, off-Broadway (New 
York), and on Public Television (PBS).

The Beginning:
Roses are red, violets are blue
I am awesome and so are you!

I hug my mom every day
and I love her in every way.

‘Hook it UP’
Hook it up!

Write something ‘bad’
Hook it up!

Pick up your shoes
Hook it up!

What’s your favorite song!
Hook it up

That’s what the kids are saying:
Hook it up!!!
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• Creative writing workshop based on surveying 
Birmingham Terrace kids

• Exploring unlimited possibilities through 
imagination expressed in creative writing

• Your story IS your story!

Thank You for your Donations and Support!

KAO U.S.A., Inc.
Kroger

    Marcos Pizza
    Taco Bell

    Imagination Station
    Wendy’s

Thrivent Financial Services
Kenneth Menecke

Jane & Bob Anspach
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KAO U.S.A., Inc.

M E T R O P O L I T A N  H O U S I N G  A U T H O R I T Y

TM

Sponsored by 

Jane & Bob Anspach

Books 4 Buddies has a winning program with 
Saturday Slam! It was so encouraging to see young 
students come to learn to write down their thoughts, 
have fun while doing it, and take an active part in this 
sort of development. It was great as well to see all the 
adults who have shown interest and support in this 
endeavor. I believe this is a direction we should pursue 
and, hopefully, to reach more students.

– Janet Boyce

ScottVisions Productions 
& Publications

SaturdaySLAM
A Fun Creative Writing Workshop

‘HOOK IT UP’
Toledo, Ohio

Ages K-8
April 28-June 16, 2018

Mel HonigValarie Golladay

Toure McCord, II

Janet Boyce

Christopher Smith, Laneta Goings, 
and Dr. John S. Scott

Christopher Smith

2018 COMMITTEE

Laneta Goings

Sponsored by 
Bob & Jane Anspach
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In the Spring of 2018, 
Books4Buddies held an 8-week 
(Pilot) Creative writing program 
called Saturday Slam - “HOOK 
IT UP” at Birmingham Terrace.  
Creative writer, Dr. John Scott 
of ScottVisions Productions & 
Publications, worked with the 

children to bring out their creativity 
in words and encourage 

a love of writing.



Thank You for your Donations and Support!

KAO U.S.A., Inc.
Kroger

    Marcos Pizza
    Taco Bell

    Imagination Station
    Wendy’s

Thrivent Financial Services
Kenneth Menecke

Jane & Bob Anspach
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SaturdaySLAM
IS FUN!

See what our aspiring writers feel about it:
 
Kamarion, 10: “I like to read and write.”

Kmirra, 6: “I like to pick 
out books to read, and the 
Pinkalicious books.” 

Isis, 6: “I practice writing my 
name at home.”

Jayden, 10: “I mostly write 
stories at school. I like comic 
books and Captain Underpants 
and Batman Makeover. At 
Saturday Slam I have fun. I like 
the food they have.”

Johnvan, 6: “They give me breakfast. I like poetry and I draw a lot.”

Hannah, 10: “I love to learn. I write poems and stories. I also like 
drumming and dancing. I’m an artist.”

Phoebe, 10: “My favorite book is Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White. I wrote 
a story for WGTE television. I would like to see everyone finish at least 
one book for the Saturday Slam!”

Cheran, 18: “Dr. Scott is an interesting person. I read mostly fantasy, 
geography, history, and inspirational books, and I write fictional reality. 
I’d like to see more of the older kids here.”

Thanks go out to author Cory Groshek for his generous 
contribution to Saturday Slam! Our writers now each have a copy 
of his book, Breaking Away: Book One of the Rabylon Series, a tale of 
two bunnies who dared to dream of a better life.  These heroes are 
inspired by the concept of a paradise beyond their hard-working lives, 
and in turn can inspire readers to do the same.

Kids tell the truth….so, what else did they say?           
Jamia: I liked Dr. John Scott. He was funny.

Tyson: The people, meeting new people, didn’t like.

Tarik (Books4Buddies Ambassador/Bangladesh): Like talking to 
everyone and discussing everything.

Jalen: I like helping people. I didn’t dislike anything.

Cheran (Books4Buddies Ambassador): my favorite was Mr. Scott. 
He’s hilarious.

Phoebe: We get to write about a lot of stuff.

Hannah: We get money. I don’t dislike anything.

Kamarion: The reading and writing. We got prizes.

Jaden: I like reading. You guys don’t have math.

Johnavon: I like to read and color.

Jameil:  Writing stories.

Isis: Pictures.

K’mirra: Drawing and coloring.

A couple kids said: First time here; it’s boring.

Jamia: I like to read and play outside. My favorite book is Pinklicious.

Jameil: I wanted to come because I like to read, play cards and X-box 
games. I like Harry Potter and Pokémon books.

Sena’ere: I like to come because it’s fun and I can do fun activities with 
friends. I also like to play football, basketball and X-box. My favorite 
book: Mr. Trup

             

I enjoyed Saturday SLAM! I hope to have you come more often.  He 
inspired me to write about my family.’  

– Franchesca Fleming, Mom/Resident:
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‘Hook it UP’
Hook it up!

Write something ‘bad’
Hook it up!

Pick up your shoes
Hook it up!

What’s your favorite song!
Hook it up

That’s what the kids are saying:
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Around Town with Books4Buddies



We are a strictly volunteer-based 501c3 organization. Your financial support is needed 
to create innovative programs for Books4Buddies.  Donations can be made via website: 

books4buddies.com, Facebook or mailed to Post Office Box 268, Holland, OH  43528


